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D ear friends,

2020 was a truly challenging year for all of 
us. For the world and also for the global sports 
movement. Corona has very limited our ac-

tivities. Privately, with the renunciation of many social contacts, 
but also many associations like the CSIT with its members. All 
our events scheduled for 2020 had to be either cancelled, or 
postponed. And we still do not know today how the year 2021 
will develop. Covid-19 will probably be with us even longer and 
will confront us with challenging tasks. 

Our 7th edition of the CSIT World Sports Games has not yet 
been affected and is scheduled to take place in Italy from 1st to 
6th June 2021. Organised by the Emilia Romagna region on the 
Italian Adriatic coast and the municipalities of Cervia with its 
partners Cesena, Cesenatico and Ravenna. Originally Zagreb 
was planned as the venue. Unfortunately, a severe earthquake 
and the terrible effects of the Corona Pandemic have made a 
relocation necessary. And I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the responsible persons in the Emilia Romagna region in 
particular for their decision to help CSIT in these difficult days. 

For me as CSIT President, there is no question that the 
2021 World Sports Games will take place. We have not lost 
our determination to plan new CSIT initiatives for the future. 
Thanks to the tireless work of the CSIT Executive Committee, 
all CSIT staff, our member associations and the members of the 
Technical Commissions. I am proud that the CSIT family works 
diligently to promote the amateur sports movement throughout 
the world in a spirit of friendship and peace. In 2020, despite 
the pandemic, we have continued to hold many discussions with 
key partners and have made new friends. Our family is growing 

steadily, and I am very proud 
of this. In this magazine you 
will find a detailed report of 
our activities in 2020.

By holding our 2021 
Games we also want to send 
a positive signal to the world in these difficult times. The next 
edition of our CSIT World Sports Games would be a moment 
of great revival for our Confederation and for sport around the 
world in general. We therefore want to send a signal to our 
members and partners by ensuring that the 2021 World Sports 
Games are held in compliance with all necessary Covid-19 se-
curity and health measures. This is also an opportunity to show 
and enjoy the strength and message of the unity of the CSIT 
family. 

Dear Friends. Let us not be discouraged by the present cir-
cumstances. Let us look positively into the new year 2021, when 
times will improve, and we will return to a kind of normality. It 
will be a new normality, but we will be able to see our friends 
regularly again and we will be able to pursue our beloved hob-
bies and activities. Even in sports. 

I firmly believe that the world will quickly get a grip on the 
pandemic and I can assure you we are all working to be ready 
to stage our big CSIT festival in June, in Emilia Romagna. Stay 
healthy, that is the most important thing in these tense times. 
I wish you all the best and much success in the New Year 2021. 
Together we’ll be stronger!

Your President
Bruno Molea

news  |  EDITORIALnews



4      |      CSITnews  

2021

news

5,000 PARTICIPANTS 
FROM ALL OVER 

THE WORLD

The coast of Emilia-Romagna on 
the Italian Adriatic Sea will become 
the world capital of grassroots sports 
at the beginning of June 2021 with 
expected more than 5,000 athletes, 
coaches, officials and their fam-
ily members from all over the world. 
After Zagreb withdrew as venue due 
to the damage caused by a violent 
earthquake and the terrible effects 
of the Corona Pandemic, the region 
of Emilia Romagna spontaneously 
stepped in as organizer of the WSG. All 
planned events will be held according 
to strict Covid-19 requirements, in-
cluding mandatory anti-Covid testing 
for all athletes and guests. 

CERVIA, 
CESENATICO, 

RAVENNA AND 
CESENA

Four cities along the Adriatic coast 
will jointly host the great CSIT festi-
val: Cervia, Cesenatico, Ravenna and 
Cesena. Cervia is the main organizer, 
in partnership with the other three mu-
nicipalities and the Emilia Romagna 
region, and will also manage the host 
cities of the “Riviera”, where both the 
opening and closing ceremonies of 
the CSIT WSG will take place. Cervia 
Turismo will organize the event in 
collaboration with the Italian Cultural 
and Sports Federation, one of the first 
Italian sports promotion bodies and 
already organizer of the WSG 2015 in 
Lignano Sabbiadoro.

EMILIA ROMAGNA 
WORLD CAPITAL OF GRASSROOTS SPORTS

by Patrizia Cupo and Raimund Fabi

FROM JUNE 1 TO 6, 2021 THE CSIT WORLD SPORTS GAMES WILL RETURN  
TO ITALY: COMPETITIONS IN 18 SPORTS, VARIOUS EXHIBITIONS AND  

MANY CULTURAL EVENTS WILL ANIMATE THE CITIES OF RAVENNA AND 
CESENA AND THE BEACHES OF CERVIA AND CESENATICO. ALL IN STRICT 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE COVID-19 REGULATIONS.
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WIDE RANGE OF 
SPORTS ACTIVITIES 

FOR THE FIRST 
TIME ALSO WITH 

PARASPORTS

The WSG 2021 and its host cit-
ies were officially presented last 
October at the CSIT Congress as 
part of “Sport Impacts All”. Eighteen 
sports disciplines are planned for the 
games, ranging from classical soc-
cer, athletics, basketball and volley-
ball to the latest trend sports, from 
beach wrestling to Mamanet. The 
program will be further expanded 
with different demonstration sports 
and also with parasports to promote 
the social integration of athletes with 
disabilities. 

GREEN WORLD 
SPORTS GAMES

The 7th edition of the WSG 2021 
will be the first “green” CSIT World 
Sports Games based on the princi-
ples of fair play and minimal environ-
mental impact. So it is not just about 
sports. The World Sports Games are 
first and foremost a celebration of 
the people. The dense calendar of 
events at the Games in Emilia 
Romagna includes not only sport 
but also cultural encounters, 
guided tours and excursions, 
promotion of the region and also 
some events to raise awareness 
of the environment in harmony 
with sport. Values that are be-
coming increasingly important 
in these times.

A PERFECT PLACE 
FOR SPORT AND FUN

The coast of Emilia Romagna 
is one of the most famous tourist 
destinations in Europe. CSIT WSG 
will benefit from the typical histori-
cal maritime centers of Cervia and 
Cesenatico and the picturesque 
ports along the canal. The white 
and wide shores of the Adriatic Sea 
will be the perfect place for beach 
games. In the cities of Ravenna, just 
a few kilometers from the Po Delta 
Park, and in Cesena, on the slopes 
of the Apennines, athletes and their 
companions will be able to explore 
the historical centers and compete in 
the largest and very well-equipped 
sports facilities in the region.

CSIT MEETS 
TOURISM

The four venues of the CSIT WSG 
are very close together. Not even 
20 kilometers away from Cervia, the 
WSG’s operational headquarters. 
Formerly a consolidated protago-
nist of sports promotion and social 
tourism. For this reason, the Emilia 
Romagna region is also host to the 
World Sports Games during the TTG 
international tourism fair. For CSIT 
this is a perfect platform to meet the 
most important tour operators in the 
world and to present itself and the 
World Sports Games to a large au-
dience of international tourism and 
sports operators.

EMILIOC WORKS 
INTENSIVELY ON 

SAFE GAMES

We do not yet know how the 
Corona Pandemic will develop. 
Whether there are suitable counter-
measures, whether we have vaccina-
tions or whether there are still travel 
bans around June. EMILIOC, the or-
ganizing committee of WSG 2021, can 
definitely count on the experience of 
AICS. The CSIT member was one of 
the first Italian federations to start 
sports activities after the lockdown 
ended. The EMILIOC also includes 
a Covid-19 manager who has devel-
oped strict security protocols for the 
WSG to ensure secure procedures 
both for the entry of athletes into 
Italy and for the management of the 
competitions and hospitality for the 
many thousands of guests.�

news
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      CSIT 
WORLD SPORTS GAMESWORLD SPORTS GAMES  
           become GREEN GAMES

W aste collection competitions, recycling 
and anti-waste bottles for all par-
ticipants: CSIT WSG 2021 is designed to 
promote environmental awareness.

Mass sportsmen and women can be-
come perfect ambassadors for environmental protection, 
as they are in close contact with nature and the environ-
ment practically all the time while practicing their sport. 
This is a big aim of the CSIT World Sports Games 2021, 
which have a large catalog of “green initiatives” coordi-
nated by an environmental awareness manager.

CONNECT 4 CLIMATE

All participants of the upcoming CSIT WSG will be pro-
vided with a water bottle and a map with places for free 
drinking water. Thus, the garbage mountain of throw-away 
plastic bottles will be drastically reduced. This action is 
also intended to promote CSIT’s and AICS’ partnership 
with #Connect4Climate, the first of which was recently 
concluded. #Connect4Climate is a worldwide community 
of associations and institutions that promotes a policy of 
environmental awareness throughout the world.

In the spirit of attention to climate and environmental 
awareness, the WSG 2021 Organizing Committee will 

install separate waste collection bins “branded” with CSIT 
and WSG 2021 on all playing fields and fields along the 
coast of Emilia Romagna. 

WASTE COLLECTION 
COMPETITIONS

In addition to the many cultural and sporting events, the 
WSG’s calendar will also feature four “Rifiuthlon” waste 
collection competitions with final prizes on offer. All ath-
letes and coaches can take part in these events, thus cre-
ating a culture of environmental awareness. The role of 
the athletes as ambassadors of environmental protection 
is thus to be extremely strengthened. 

The aim is also to encourage as many people as pos-
sible to participate in the fight for a better climate. There 
will also be actions that can contribute to a cleaner world, 
not only on the sports field. For many years, the Emilia 
Romagna Region has been investing in sustainable mo-
bility, environmentally friendly transport and recycling. 
AICS has also been implementing initiatives to promote 
environmental awareness for years. In this way, the World 
Sports Games will become a “unique” stage for promoting 
good environmental practices.�

by Patrizia Cupo, AICS
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       First 
CSIT CSIT Online Congress

DUE TO CORONA

CANCELLED OR POSTPONED EVENTS AND MEETINGS, DIFFERENTLY PLANNED 
CONFERENCES AND COMPLETELY RESTRUCTURED EVENTS. THE WORLD HAS 

COMPLETELY SHIFTED INTO THE VIRTUALITY DIRECTION ONLINE, ALSO THE WORLD 
OF CSIT. THE 42ND EDITION OF THE ANNUAL CSIT CONGRESS DID NOT TAKE PLACE IN 

FRONT OF A LARGE AUDITORIUM AS USUAL, BUT ON 30 OCTOBER VIA THE ONLINE 
PLATFORM ZOOM. AS WELL AS THE 2ND WORLD AMATEUR SPORTS FORUM “SPORT 

IMPACTS ALL”, WHICH WAS PUBLIC IN THE RUN-UP TO THE CONGRESS AND WHICH WAS 
ALSO HELD VIA ZOOM AS A PRELUDE TO THE INTERNAL CSIT MEETING.  

THE BIG TOPIC WAS “SPORT IMPACTS ALL” WITH THE OMNIPRESENT SUBJECT  
MATTER “COVID 19 – WHAT’S NEXT?”. ANOTHER BIG POINT  WAS THE PRESENTATION  

OF THE CSIT WORLD SPORTS GAMES 2021, WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE  
IN THE ITALIAN REGION OF EMILIA ROMAGNA.

by Raimund Fabi, CSIT
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EMILIA ROMAGNA  
REPLACES ZAGREB

The 7th edition of the CSIT World 
Sports Games is scheduled to take 
place from 1 to 6 June 2021 in the 
Emilia Romagna region. The or-
ganizer of the WSG is Cervia with 
its partner municipalities Cesena, 
Cesenatico and Ravenna. Originally 
Zagreb was awarded the contract. 
However, the Croats had to withdraw 
because of the Corona crisis and a vi-
olent earthquake with enormous ef-
fects on the region. Emilia Romagna 
took over at short notice. 

THE FIRST “GREEN 
EVENT” OF THE 

CSIT WITH  
SOPHISTICATED  

COVID-19 CONCEPT

The event-proven region of Emilia 
Romagna will offer the CSIT family 

with its around 4,000 participants 
everything that a large sports event 
needs and meets all necessary re-
quirements. Perfect infrastructure, 
the best sports facilities, high-quality 
accommodation, a well-functioning 
transport network and a sophisti-
cated Covid-19 concept with its own 
professional Corona-Commissioner. 
In addition, CSIT’s first Green Event 
will be held in Emilia Romagna with 
a detailed concept for environmen-
tal compatibility and sustainability. 
The 7th CSIT World Sports Games 
will leave a green footprint in Emilia 
Romagna. 

PARASPORT PILOT 
PROJECT

For the first time, the CSIT WSG 
will include disabled sports, one 
of the major concerns of President 
Bruno Molea. The main idea is to 
bring together athletes with intellec-
tual disabilities with athletes without 
physical disabilities to create and live 
inclusion and integrated team sports. 
At the WSG mainly with demonstra-
tions and promotion. Planned are 
Futsal (four disabled and one non-
disabled person), Basketball (three 
disabled and two non-disabled) and 
Volleyball (five disabled and one 
non-disabled). Swimming and table 
tennis plan a demo competition with 
people with Down’s syndrome. In 
case of any questions please contact 

CSIT Para-Sport Coordinator Claudia 
Borzacchini via email (borclaudia18@
gmail.com).

149 SPORTS IN THE  
CSIT COMMUNITY

In recent years, CSIT and its 
members have worked intensively 
on gradually expanding the range of 
sports on offer within the community. 
A recent internal analysis has pro-
duced impressive figures. Within the 
large network of all CSIT members, 
149 sports are currently offered. 
And the trend is still rising. This im-
pressively documents the strength 
of CSIT. The enormous reach of the 
network once again underlines the 
worldwide leading role of CSIT in 
mass and amateur sports. Also, the 
constant expansion of the members, 
as currently by the new admission of 
Mamanet Austria.

NEW MEMBER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

CSIT is constantly striving to ex-
pand its community and to admit 
more members to the association. At 
the Online Congress two organisa-
tions were accepted unanimously as 
new CSIT Members. Mamanet Austria 
and the Peruvian Workers’ Sport 
Movement (Asociacion Deportiva 
Peruana de los Trabajadores 
ADEPET). Initial contacts and prelim-

inary talks have been held with 
some other potential candidates. 
Currently CSIT has 45 member 
associations worldwide.

SPORT FOR 
ELDERLY GOES EU

A positive report was received 
from the seniors 55+, who are 
also planning a project under the 
EU Erasmus program in 2021 and 

news
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will submit an EU funding application. 
The current focus of the CSIT work-
ing group is a balanced program for 
seniors at the WSG 2021. The fact that 
seniors are one of the major corona 
risk groups could of course have an 
impact on the number of participants. 
Therefore there will be special meas-
ures in Italy to give older members 
additional security and to encourage 
them to participate in the WSG. The 
formation course for exchange and 
learning of new activities planned for 
September 2020 in Austria was post-
poned by one year to September 2021 
due to Covid-19.

MANIFESTO FOR 
THE WORLD FAIR 

PLAY DAY

Fair Play has been one of the 
big pillars in CSIT for many years 
and is a very important value in the 
community. The CSIT is the only 
organisation worldwide, that is giv-
ing since 2015 a Fair Play Award to 
outstanding participants of its WSG 
with the “CSIT Green Card-Initiative” 
in cooperation with the European Fair 
Play Movement EFPM. On the initia-
tive of CSIT Vice President and EFPM 
President Christian Hinterberger, 
the manifesto for the World Fair 
Play Day has recently been issued. 
CSIT is planning to sign this mani-
festo, which is already signed by CIFP 
(International Fair Play Committee), 
Panathlon and several organisations 
such as NOC Slovakia, Barcelona 
Players Association and CSIT mem-
ber ASKÖ Austria. 

EU FUNDED 
PROJECTS

CSIT has been a partner of the 
European Union for several years 
with two projects: BRIDGES (for 
inclusion and cohesion) an YOUAca 

(education of young managers in 
grassroot sports). During the CSIT 
congress the Corona conditional 
time extension and also the new EU 
funded programs within CSIT were 
presented. The ongoing projects 
BRIDGES (integration and social 
inclusion of refugees) and YOUAca 
(development of the skills of young 
leaders in sport through dialogue be-
tween the generations) were extend-
ed by the EU for half a year each until 
summer 2021 because of Corona. 
The final conferences are planned to 
take place in the framework of CSIT 
World Sports Games 2021.

BRIDGES MAGAZINE  
INCLUDED

CSIT is a partner in the BRIDGES 
EU project and supports the project 
with its distribution platforms in the 
print and online area in the public 
perception. In this magazine, CSIT 
has produced its own removable 
BRIDGES magazine, which presents 
the history of BRIDGES as well as 
the many integration projects in the 
participating associations from Italy, 
Spain, Croatia and Greece. Enjoy 
the BRIDGES magazine and take 
part in the self-sacrificing inte-
gration work of the many volun-
teers and associations that try to 
give refugees and people from 
the third world a new home and 
to smooth and facilitate their way 
into the new society.

YOU-LEAD 
YOUNG 

LEADERS  
FAMILY IS  

GETTING BIGGER

The running EU-project YOUAca 
will be renamed YOU.Lead in the third 
year of existence. The funding for the 

follow-up project to YOUAca has al-
ready been approved by the European 
Union and is re-scheduled by the EU 
to one year. And the young leaders’ 
family is getting bigger. Initially there 
were four participating nations, in 
the following year have been five and 
finally there will be six nations and 
CSIT members participating (AICS/
Italy; ASKÖ/Austria; HLA/Croatia; 
KALEV/Estonia; TUL/Finland; UCEC/
Spain). With “EngageYOU4Sport” the 
next EU funded project with CSIT 
participation is already in the start-
ing blocks. It is one of only seven pilot 
projects approved by the European 
Commission.  �

news
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D ear friends,
in view of my annual 

résumé of 2020, I would 
like to begin by saying that 
this has been a year of 

challenges for everyone in the world, 
for CSIT and for all the sport move-
ment.

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the consequent cancellation of all the 
CSIT International Championships 
planned for 2020 (beach volleyball 
supposed to be held in Mexico; tennis 
and swimming in Finland, Gymnastics 
and chess in Italy), CSIT family has 
been developing several activities. 
We did not lose our will and determi-
nation to plan new CSIT initiatives for 
the future, thanks to the work done by 
CSIT Executive committee members, 
CSIT staff and Technical Commission 
members during the last months. I 
am proud to state that currently CSIT 
family is still at work to promote the 
amateur sport movement, all over 
the world.

Unfortunately, the next Edition of 

the Games will not be held in Zagreb 
(Croatia), as scheduled. Zagreb is a city 
that has suffered not only for the pan-
demic, but that has had to endure an 
earthquake. Those events, together, 
have weakened the local institutions, 
which are no more able to warrant the 
respect of all the requirements linked 
to the organisation of WSG, accord-
ing to the high standards we need for 
our participants. Therefore, during 
2020 the CSIT Executive Committee 
and the CSIT working group “World 
Sports Games” were both committed 
to assess new applications for the 
WSG 2021.  

Our 7th Edition of the World Sports 
Games will take place from the 1st to 
the 6th of June 2021 in Italy, hosted by 
the Emilia Romagna Region, in the 
Adriatic coast of Italy. Organized by the 
municipality of Cervia in partnership 
with other municipalities (Cesena, 
Cesenatico and Ravenna), the organi-
sational committee “EMILIOC” is at 
work to demonstrate the expertise 
and the experience of this area in 
terms of welcoming a huge major 
sport event at national and interna-
tional level. 

To look at our future, the Edition 
of the CSIT World Sports Games 
2021 would represent a moment of 
huge revival of our Confederation, 
a chance for ourselves to enjoy the 
energy and a message of unity of 
CSIT family. Despite the pandemic 
and the delay of this new applica-
tion (the organisational committee 
has nine months to be ready to host 
CSIT participants), the organisational 
committee and the involved public 
bodies are showing extraordinary 
efforts and commitment to be ready 
with all the high standard require-
ments, in terms of accommodation, 
logistic, sport organisation, sociali-
zation and security issues, including 
the Covid-19 measures. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic we 
experienced another cancellation: 
the planned SportAccord Convention, 
due to be held in China in 2020, has 
been cancelled and re-scheduled for 
2021. This cancellation was indeed 

PRESIDENTIAL
RÉSUMÉ 20202020 by CSIT President BRUNO MOLEA

 left: INDET President Reyes 
Soberanis Moreno, CSIT  
President Bruno Molea and  
Prof. Pablo Osorio Reyes  
(Ambassador America)

right: Myungsoo Eo (Ambassador Asia)  
and General Secretary Wolfgang Burghardt
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a loss also for CSIT, but CSIT has 
confirmed the participation for 2021, 
that will be held in Russia. I am very 
pleased with our participation into 
the GAISF main initiative because 
this will lead us to be more and more 
engaged with the decision-making 
process of GAISF and to act more 
properly as GAISF member. Through 
our participation at the SportAccord 
Convention, we will bring CSIT even 
closer to the approximately 1,500 im-
portant decisionmakers, 1,000 sports 
organisations and 100 sports asso-
ciations incl. their representatives.

For the first time in history, we had 
to hold our annual CSIT Congress 
online. Nevertheless, the Executive 
Committee members decided with 
me to keep also the format of the 
World Amateur Sport Forum, that 
was initiated in 2019 and this year was 
focused on the reaction of the ama-
teur sport movement at the Corona 
virus pandemic. The organisation 
of the 2nd World Forum for Amateur 
Sport as opener for the Congress has 
again enabled CSIT to present itself 
to the public in order to attract the 
interest and contribution of sports 
organisations all over the world.

The enlargement policy we 
adopted also involved the creation of 
a CSIT Ambassadors’ Platform that 
has been increased in 2020: after the 
Ambassadors for Africa and America 
Mr Myungsoo Eo, President of CSIT 
Member Unions KOWSC from South 
Korea, has been recently appointed 
as CSIT Ambassador for Asia. Since 
we are an international and demo-
cratic organization, our vision is to 
involve all athletes regardless of 

their econom-
ic situation 
and origin. 
The role as 
ambassadors is also to enable 
athletes within the CSIT family to 
participate in international sports.

2020 was also the year of the 
further recognition of CSIT by the 
European Commission: the project 
related to the development of skills 
of young leaders has been confirmed 
for the third year (2021) involving 
more countries than ever, thanking 
the grant of the EC. Moreover, CSIT’s 
participation in project proposals for 
the promotion of sport as a tool for 
the social integration of refugees and 
migrants can continue in 2021: a sec-
ond project in this field was adopted 
by the European Commission under 
the name EngageYou4Sport.

2020 is also the year of a new co-
operation: CSIT has recently become 
partner of Connect4Climate – the 
flagship global partnership program 
of the Communication for Climate 
Change Multi-Donor Trust Fund of 
the World Bank Group. This leads to 
the opportunity for CSIT to open a 
new sector, the environmental sus-
tainability sector. I believe that now, 
more than ever, our networks are de-
veloping more and more, by acceler-
ating our opportunities to contribute 

worldwide to the sport movement, 
and now in terms of climate action 
commitment. And with the next WSG 
editions we should, therefore, under-
take our commitment to provide pilot 
projects to demonstrate our contri-
bution to the environmental sustain-
ability.

Finally, I also want to thank cor-
dially all our partners for their excel-
lent collaboration during these chal-
lenging times. 

Kind Regards,
Bruno Molea�

President Molea during a discussion panel  
at the SportAccord Convention with David 
Simon, President of the Los Angeles Sports 
Council (USA)

left: Prof. Pablo Osorio Reyes 
(Ambassador America) 
 and Abdelkrim Chouchaoui  
(Africa Ambassador)
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C an the positive values 
of sport and culture be 
promoted without con-
tact and social relations? 
Can online sharing have 

the same effect or even overcome 
the physical one? If the added value 
of volunteering lies in networking be-
tween people, if the power of the non-
profit world lies in human strength 
and in building communities through 
socialization and sharing, what does 
the future of volunteering look like 
after the global emergency caused by 
the Covid-19 crisis?

Based on these questions, AICS 
has initiated an internal discussion 
since the beginning of the pandemic. 
The aim was to understand how the 
emergency situation could be ef-
fectively managed in order to then 
design new strategies for the future 
of social and sports promotion. The 
association’s response was entirely 
focused on researching and promot-
ing new forms of social interaction. 
In particular, the focus was on cat-
egories at risk of isolation, such as 
children and adolescents.

During the months of iso-
lation, AICS has created 

several possibilities of common 
sociality with the aim of creating 
new interactive “spaces”. First, the 
social competition #Andràtuttobene 
(#Everythingwillbeok) was opened. 
It was aimed at children and their 
parents and the whole family to draw 
good causes for the future. Then, 
sports associations and affiliated 
social and cultural clubs were in-
vited to design innovative interac-
tive ways to involve their members 
and disseminate them through the 
#IoRestoACasa (#Istayathome) web-
site. These were also published in 
the social media and web channels of 

From FundraisingFundraising to Training
AICS’ RESPONSE TO THE PANDEMIC

ONLINE TRAINING, EDUCATIONAL TRAINING FOR MANAGERS AND  
VOLUNTEERS, FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR CHILDREN AT RISK OF  
ISOLATION. AICS LAUNCHED ITS VERSION 2.0 DURING THE PANDEMIC 

by Patrizia Cupo, AICS
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AICS. Thanks to these strategies and 
actions, AICS was able to maintain a 
direct and almost intimate relation-
ship with its members even during 
the months of forced isolation.

WE GO ONLINE

The AICS volunteers responded by 
demonstrating impressive resilience. 
The thousands of AICS associations 
“transformed” their sports and 
cultural activities by hosting online 
training courses, public webinars 
and live Facebook.

To help AICS local authorities 
adapt to this new framework, the 
national association also conducted a 
training course to develop the skills 
and knowledge of managers and vol-
unteers in the field of 2.0 innovations 
and tools. The aim was to convey the 
message that in the lockdown, only 
training, specialization and interac-
tion with AICS members and end us-
ers are the only real answers to fear 
and isolation.

GOOD WILL IS  
NOT ENOUGH

In response to the economic crisis 
caused by the pandemic, AICS also 

promoted, for the first time in its 
existence, a broad-based fundrais-
ing effort to finance a project for the 
social inclusion of minors at risk of 
marginalization. #Sportpercrescere 
(#Sporttogrow-up) was the first 
fundraising activity aimed at donat-
ing sports vouchers to children and 
young people from economically dis-
advantaged families. The vouchers 
can be redeemed at any of the 8,000 
AICS clubs or sports centers in Italy. 
It is a solidarity action that allows 
young people and teenagers threat-
ened by isolation to practice sports, 
on the one hand, and on the other 
hand it is a concrete help for the as-
sociations and sports clubs that were 
forced to interrupt their activities 
during the curfew. A double help, 
therefore, which was only possible 
thanks to the fact that AICS has ac-
tivated its network throughout Italy.

Within six months, AICS man-
aged to maintain interaction with its 

partners, reviving its brand and cred-
ibility in the eyes of the institutions 
and the general public. It was not 
only possible to put an end to inactiv-
ity, but also to show how the “crisis” 
can become a great opportunity for 
change.�
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F ree sport for disadvan-
taged suburban children 
to promote physical activ-
ity and combat the risk of 
isolation, and research to 

promote gender equality in sport as 
a driving force for the implementa-
tion of policies to combat all forms of 
gender discrimination in sport. These 
are the objectives of the two projects 
“We are sport” and “Jump the gap”, 
carried out by a partnership of four 
Italian sports promotion institutions 
under the leadership of AICS. Both 
projects were financed by “Sport 
e Salute” (“Sport and Health”), the 
operational and economic agency of 
the Italian government in the field of 
sport.

“WE ARE SPORT” – 
“LO SPORT SIAMO NOI”

It is usually the children who are the 
victims of the insecurity of resuming 
school and sports activities and the 
lack of facilities and sports offers in 
small communities. In order to prevent 
these critical situations, AICS (Italian 

Cultural and Sports Association), ACSI 
(Association of Italian Sports Centers), 
CSEN (National Education Sports 
Center) and the National Sports Center 
of Liberta propose a social project of 
free sports promotion for children 
living in municipalities with less than 
10,000 inhabitants. 

That is 40,000 in 158 municipali-
ties throughout Italy. The aim is to 
promote the practice of sports for 
children between the ages of 6 and 14 
and their families in small Italian mu-
nicipalities. It is also about the values 
of sharing, respect for the environ-
ment and belonging to one’s own ter-
ritory. The partnership will help the 
municipalities to organize continuous 
activities of popular sports for all. 
The focus will be on disadvantaged 
young people and families using 
public areas and facilities to improve 
their use by the community.

“JUMP THE GAP” – 
“SALTA IL GAP”

The second funded project is 
carried out in partnership with the 

University of Padua and aims to study 
the relationship between women, 
sport and barriers in the practice of 
popular sports. The aim is to over-
come the “gap” between men and 
women in access to sport in order to 
make physical activity truly inclusive 
and equal. The achievement of this 
objective will be possible through the 
following activities: 1. The promotion 
of a report addressed to local and 
affiliated committees, federations 
and sports clubs, and to the com-
munity at large. 2. The publication 
of a policy document addressed to 
entities, federations and sports clubs 
in order to exchange knowledge and 
tools useful for the implementation of 
specific initiatives and actions to over-
come barriers. 3. The publication of 
a “Commitment to Action” document 
that will constitute an action plan that 
will involve mass sports managers 
and sports workers in training and 
sports initiatives to promote equality.

�

Children and Gender Equality
TWO AICS FUTURE PROJECTS

by Patrizia Cupo, AICS
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   2020 –                             A YEAR OF  HARDSHIP AND HOPE

THE YEAR 2020 WAS A VERY HARD YEAR FOR MOST PEOPLE. BUT IT 
WAS PARTICULARLY HARD FOR ATHLETES, AS THEY WERE DENIED 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRACTICE THEIR FAVORITE SPORT AS IT 
SHOULD BE – NOT ALONE AT HOME, BUT TOGETHER IN SUITABLE 
SPORTS FACILITIES. WE ALL HOPE AND WISH THAT 2021 WILL BE 
BETTER AGAIN!

by Desislava Yagodin, BWF
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O n the occasion of the 
30th  anniversary of the 
foundation of the Bulga
rian Workers’ Federation 
“Sport and Health”, 2020 

promised to be a very eventful and 
important year in the history of BWF. 
We had hoped to organize our biggest 
workers’ sports festival so far, as 
well as all annual field-days, games, 
championships and tournaments. 

We planned a year full of sports 
activities, celebrations, new friend-
ships and many happy moments 
together with our friends from all 
over the world. We had worked hard 
to ensure that all our events would be 
organized in the best possible way as 
usual and that the thousands of ex-
pected participants would remember 
this unique experience.

Unfortunately, things do not al-
ways go as planned. The spread of 
the corona virus Covid-19 and the 
resulting closures in most countries 
meant that we were unable to hold 

our annual festival and most of the 
planned field-days. The virus claimed 
the lives of numerous people and hit 
most companies hard in various ways 
and also affected the work of all em-
ployee sports organizations. 

Basically, all amateur and profes-
sional sports activities in virtually 
all countries were put on hold for an 
indefinite period of time. The suspen-
sions meant that no sports activities 
could be practiced for a long period of 
time, which resulted in less physical 
activity. This was a new challenge for 
all those who were used to regular 
training. People had to find new ways 
to keep in shape. Mostly at home and 
alone.

The cancellation of the 17th Workers’ 
Sports Festival with international 
participation (June 9-14 at Albena 
Resort) was the hardest decision we 
had to make in 2020. Especially as a 
sports association whose main goal 
is to organize large events where a 
large number of people come togeth-
er and compete in different sports 
disciplines. 

The festival would have been dedi-
cated to the 30th anniversary of our 
association. We planned to make it the 
biggest and most memorable festival 
we have ever organized. With partici-
pants from as many countries as pos-
sible and with many different actions 
and attractions. Unfortunately, it was 
already clear at the end of March that 
this would not be possible, and we 
had to cancel. As well as the ExCom 
meeting of CSIT, which would have 
been part of the festival. 

Despite all the difficulties we were 
still able to hold one of our annual 
field-days. At the 16th field-days for 
teachers we gathered more than 
350 persons in the beautiful seaside 
resort of Albena from September 1 to 
6, 2020, who competed in 11 sports: 
mini soccer, beach volleyball, table 
tennis, chess, bridge, swimming, 
streetball, darts, petanque, beach 
dodgeball and tug of war. 

Because of the Covid-19 problems 
in Bulgaria and to maintain the health 
of all participants, the competitions 
were held in strict compliance with 

news



CSITnews      |      17

all rules and advice of the authorities. 
All recommendations and guidelines 
of the Bulgarian Ministry of Health 
and the Ministry of Youth and Sports 
were strictly followed. All necessary 
measures were taken so that nobody 
was endangered. And we have done 
it. None of the participants had any 
health problems, they all returned 
home healthy and safe, which we are 
very happy about.

Unfortunately, we were not able 
to organize further sports competi-
tions for other employees due to the 
Covid-19 situation. We had to cancel 
the ski festival for banks and partners 
as well as the national field day for the 
water supply and sanitation sector, 
the field day of industrial workers, 
the United Bulgarian Banks, the state 
futsal tournament and the national 
workers’ orienteering championship. 

We deeply regret that we could 
not hold these competitions, but 
at the same time we firmly believe 
that the health and well-being of the 
participants of our events are the 
most important aspects of our work. 
Therefore, we had no other option 
than to postpone them. We hope that 
things will return to normal as soon 
as possible and that we can make up 
for these competitions in 2021.

If we look back on the year 2020, 
sadness will remain the predominant 
feeling. It is extremely sad that more 
than one million people worldwide 
have died of Covid-19 and countless 
others have lost their loved ones and/
or their jobs. It is very sad that we and 

also all other CSIT members have 
been deprived of the opportunity to 
continue our work in the service of 
the community in 2020 and to advo-
cate for a healthy lifestyle in a proven 
way.

Despite all the difficulties we had 
to face in 2020, we are still looking 
forward to 2021 with optimism and 
have already started to work towards 
achieving our goals for the coming 
year. Admittedly, 2020 was a very 
tough year for everyone. Never give up 
is one of the most important lessons 
that sport teaches us. We very much 
hope that a solution to the Covid-19 
pandemic will be found quickly and 
that we will be able to organize all the 
sporting events planned for 2021 in 
2021. 

These include the International 
Workers’ Sports Festival in June, the 

Ski Festival for Banks and Partners 
in March, the Teachers’ field-day, the 
National field-day of Workers in the 
Water Supply and Sanitation Sector, 
the Industrial Workers’ field-day a 
nd the United Bulgarian Banks’ 
Games in September. The National 
Workers’ Orienteering Championship 
in November and the State Futsal 
Tournament of Workers in December. 

We hope that the situation with the 
virus will be decidedly better in other 
countries and that we will be able to 
welcome participants from abroad 
again. We believe that a strong spirit 
can only be found in a strong body, 
so our work will benefit everyone 
who participates in our events, and 
we will have the opportunity again in 
2021 to bring great joy to thousands 
of amateur athletes.�

SOME REGIONAL CLUBS HELD SMALLER SPORTS TOURNAMENTS 
WITH A TOTAL OF 3000 PARTICIPANTS: 

“Sport and Health – Ruse”: Tournaments in futsal, mini soccer, tennis, 
beach tennis and table tennis as well as four cycling tours 

“Sport and Health – Schumen”: Mini soccer and volleyball tournaments 
and autumn sports games

“Sport and Health – Gotse Delchev”: Tournament in arm wrestling, fur-
thermore the club members took part in various mountain races and 
won many medals

“Sport and Health – Kardschali”: Regional sports games in darts, shoot-
ing with air rifle, obstacle path and tug of war

“Sport and Health – Sofia”: “Cactus run” for amateurs
“Sport and Health – Smoljan”: Table tennis tournament
“Sport and Health – Jambol”: Table tennis tournament
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T he fact that fitness leads 
to more productivity and 
effectiveness in the work-
ing world has long been no 
secret. Unfortunately, in 

many areas in many countries around 
the globe this is not taken into account 
appropriately by decision-makers. 
The sport umbrella organizations of 
the individual nations are therefore 
very concerned about workers’ sport. 
The Iranian federation FAWSI is also 
extremely committed to it.

In recent years, the Federation of 
Amateur and Workers’ Sports FAWSI 
in Iran has tried to achieve important 
goals in this regard and has been 

successful in cooperation with the 
General Bureau for Sports Affairs. 
With the approval and emphasis of 
the cultural delegate of the Ministry 
of Cooperative, Labour and Social 
Affairs, FAWSI has achieved that 
in the future there will be morning 
activities and sports in Iran’s indus-
trial units under the motto “Monday 
Sports and Work”.

This announcement is in line with 
the improvement of the sports cul-
ture for all, with special emphasis 
on morning activities and sports 
under the headline “Sports, Joy and 
Effectiveness” in the working group. 
This important step will clarify the 

implementation provisions of Article 
154 of the Labor Law ratified in Iran 
in 1991.

FAWSI felt it was important to 
achieve this goal, as the majority of 
Article 154 of the Iranian Labor Law 
had not been in force before. The Law 
states that: “All employers of indus-
trial and manufacturing, service and 
agricultural enterprises should co-
operate in relation to workers’ sport 
in accordance with the Labor Law of 
the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor 
and Social Welfare.” 

“Health Bell” and “Morning Sport 
and Work” will have a high priority in 
Iran in the future. We hope that this 

        FAWSI
  Sport, Joy and Effectiveness
                                      RIGHT TO SPORTS FOR ALL

news

by Majid Javadian, FAWSI 
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step will institutionalize the culture 
of practicing sports in the industrial 
units, which will increase joy and 
happiness and lead to the effective-
ness and upliftment of the industry.

COMPANIES 
ATHLETICS 

AND OFF-ROAD 
RUNNING 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

As in every other country in the 
world, Iran was under the extreme 
negative influence of the corona pan-
demic, which led to a ban on many ac-
tivities, including sports. The Eshtad 
Sazeh Cup was the first edition of 
Companies Athletics and Off-Road 
Running Championships organized 
by FAWSI after the outbreak of the 
corona pandemic virus. The Cup took 
place in the city of Mashhad with 
participation of both men and women 
runners. More than 200 athletes, 
coaches and head of delegation par-
ticipated. A total of nine women’s and 
twelve men’s teams competed in var-
ious categories (100m, 400m, 800m, 
1500m, 5000m-only men, long jump, 
high jump, javelin throw and off-
road running). The teams were the 
representatives of companies from 
all across the country. The naming 
company Eshtad Sazeh Co. took sec-
ond place in the off-road competition 

at the end, behind the winner Tabriz 
Keler Pars Co. Third place went to 
Ardabil Kesht o Sanaat Pars Co. The 
final closing ceremony was also at-
tended by FAWSI President, FAWSI 
Secretary General and Head of 
Company Association accompanied 
by Eshtad Sazeh Co. Officials.

SABALAN – THE 
HEALING BRIDE OF 

IRAN MOUNTAINS 

Mount Sabalan is located in the 
extreme northwest of Iran, is the 
third highest peak in the country 
after Damavand and Alam-Kuh, and 
even slightly higher than Mont Blanc 
in the Alps in the border triangle be-
tween France, Italy and Switzerland. 
The Sabalan offers many attractions 
all year round. The mineral water 
springs on the mountain slopes at-
tract many tourists and climbers 
every year. Also many mountaineers 
from the workers’ sport movement. 
The two mountaineers Maryam 
Rajabi and Somayeh Rastgardani 
from Arak in the province of Markazi 
have recently conquered the Sabalan. 
This mountain is also known and 
famous in Iran as “The Bride of the 
Iranian Mountains”.

FAWSI JUDO TEAMS 
WILL PARTICIPATE 

IN 2021 CSIT WSG

The head of the Iranian Workers’ 
Judo Association Mr. Ghomi has con-
firmed that the FAWSI women’s and 
men’s judo teams will compete in the 

7th CSIT World Sports Games 2021 in 
Emilia Romagna. At the last games 
in Tortosa 2019 both teams have per-
formed very well and will therefore 
be sent to the WSG in Italy. 

Although the women’s judo team in 
Spain participated in an international 
competition for the first time, they 
immediately won one gold, one silver 
and two bronze medals. They have 
thus recommended themselves for 
participation in 2021. The men’s judo 
team has won the team competition 
for the third time. Men and women 
together won six gold, three silver 
and two bronze medals and took third 
place in the nations ranking for Iran. 

Mr. Ghomi also referred to the 
awards given to the athletes by the 
Federation of Amateur and Workers 
Sports of Iran. It was also planned to 
organize a ceremony. However, due 
to the Corona virus pandemic, this 
had to be cancelled. 

At the end of his interview, the 
head of the Workers Judo Association 
of Iran acknowledged the great ef-
forts of the Federation’s staff and ex-
plained that the workers’ community 
is one big family and that participation 
in international sports events can 
create more motivation and greater 
success, which will undoubtedly lead 
to a healthier society.�
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BRIDGES project manager  
Valeria Gherardini from AiCS 
and head of the CSIT presidential  
office about the idea and  
installation of the EU-BRIDGES 
project

What was the aim of the project?
Since migration flows became a couple of years an 

emergency and structural phenomenon at that time, 
AiCS decided to make a contribution by setting up a 
professional team and providing scientific support to 
the University of Padua and make a contribution with 
expertise. It was therefore a pilot project to promote 
social cohesion. Therefore, it was clear from the begin-
ning that the goal could not only be the asylum seeker as 
a newcomer, but that the community as a whole had to 
be involved. So we had to prepare the local community 
to treat the project as a whole and use the newcomer 
phenomenon as an opportunity to strengthen social 
cohesion.

This is why we have started to accept asylum seekers 
who encourage the active participation of the local com-
munity (institutions, social associations, churches and 
citizens, sports-organizations, theatres and businesses) 
in order to provide newcomers with the opportunity to 
receive community reception tools (e.g. Italian language, 
administrative procedures for interaction with local 
institutions, job search) as well as to participate in com-
munity-based activities (e.g. voluntary activities, sports 
practices and cultural initiatives).

Instead of focusing only on migrants to provide these 
services, the pilot project focused on the commitment of 
the local community to involve newcomers and involve 
them as citizens, even if they were not or are not legal 
citizens.

Was there EU support at that time?
The project was considered by the German Bundestag 

as one of the EU’s best practices from which German asy-
lum centres could draw lessons. This is why a delegation 
of the German Bundestag visited the centre in Florence 
in 2017 to gather ideas and exchange experiences and 
expertise.

Did the project also meet with national approval?
After first experiments, we as AiCS started to discuss 

it with other partners in Florence. With COSPE – an 
ONG dealing with international cooperation in Florence 
and in many parts of the world – and with SOCIOLAB 

– a cooperative partner dealing with participative ap-
proaches in communities – on the need to apply this 
model not only in the case of asylum seekers, but in 
all communities that can experience the presence of 
migrants (including third-country nationals) as a critical 
situation affecting the social cohesion of the community. 
After a period of experimentation and reflection, there 
was a need to spread, to transmit and reflect more.

When did you start thinking about an EU project?
After all the discussions, the decision was quickly tak-

en to look for an EU Call (AMIF programme) that would 
allow a new model and role, the community organiser, 
to be proposed for all communities, with the aim of pro-
moting social cohesion.

What were the selection criteria for the partners?
After strengthening cooperation at national level, 

we had the opportunity to reflect on the involvement 
of existing AiCS partners who could have joined us in 
this new pilot project. And each of us started to engage 
organisations that could have had enough expertise to 
carry out the tasks foreseen in the project application.

CMS (Croatia) was selected for its expertise in manag-
ing asylum seekers and refugee centres, as well as for 
its expertise in combating xenophobia and promoting 
peace processes.

UCEC (Spain) was chosen because it is the Catalan 
grassroots sports organization linked to many local 
authorities to offer sport as a tool to promote social 
cohesion in the communities. UCEC commissioned the 
Municipality of Tortosa (Spain) to acquire the expertise 
of the cultural and social sector from the project.

ANTIGONE (Greece) is an ONG that deals with social 
activities aimed at promoting social cohesion in the mu-
nicipalities. In turn, they have decided to involve USB in 
particular for its expertise on the involvement of the lo-
cal community in the design and organization of sports 
practices and cultural initiatives.

CSIT (Austria) as an international amateur sports 
federation, is the optimal organization whose basis can 
guarantee the international dissemination of the best 
practices carried out within the framework of the project.
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�D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �F�L�Y�L�F�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� ���Q�H�Z���� �D�Q�G��
���R�O�G���� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�K�R�R�G�V�� �D�Q�G��
local communities, encouraging dia��
logue, collaboration and intercultural 
�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�P���� �&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �Z�L�O�O��
be mobilized and motivated to interact 
�Z�L�W�K���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�N�L�O�O�V��
�D�Q�G�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\�� �Z�R�U�N�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �7�K�H���D�F�W�L�Y�H���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I��
�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���I�R�V�W�H�U���D���P�R�U�H��
�S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�� �S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I���P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��
�S�U�R�P�R�W�H���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U��
narrative against the “invasion” rheto��
ric that dominates public debate on 
�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�V�\�O�X�P���L�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H��

PROJECT EXTENDED
�7�K�H�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �8�Q�L�R�Q�� �F�R���4�Q�D�Q�F�H�G��

�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �Z�D�V�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\�� �V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G�� �W�R��
�U�X�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�Z�R�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ����������
�W�R�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ������������ �%�X�W�� �&�R�U�R�Q�D�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�G��
�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���� �D�O�V�R�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H�W�D�E�O�H���� �7�K�H��
�3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �K�D�V�� �O�H�I�W�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �L�Q�� �D�� �V�W�D�W�H��
�R�I�� �V�K�R�F�N�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�F�H�G�� �P�D�Q�\�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �W�R��
�W�D�N�H���D�Q���X�Q�Z�D�Q�W�H�G���E�U�H�D�N�����7�K�H���(�8���V�R�F�L�D�O��
project BRIDGES���I�R�U���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
�U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�L�U�G�� �Z�R�U�O�G��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �Z�D�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�P�����%�5�–�'�*�(�6 
�P�D�G�H���D���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���E�\��
�W�K�H���(�8�����7�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�J�U�H�H�G���W�R���D�������P�R�Q�W�K��
�H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� �-�X�Q�H�� ���������� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I��
the Corona interruption. All impor��
�W�D�Q�W�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�I��
�W�K�H�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �–�W�D�O�\����
Spain, Croatia, Greece and Austria can 
�Q�R�Z���E�H���4�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�L�P�H���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H����
�7�K�H�� �4�Q�D�O�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �%�5�–�'�*�(�6��
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�G���L�Q���–�W�D�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���I�U�D�P�H��
�Z�R�U�N���R�I�� �W�K�H���&�6�–�7���:�6�*�� ���������� �I�U�R�P����st to 
�� th���R�I���-�X�Q�H���L�Q���(�P�L�O�L�D���5�R�P�D�J�Q�D�����–�W�D�O�\����

METHODOLOGY
�7�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �D�S�S�O�L�H�V�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�R�U�\��

�D�Q�G���F�R���G�H�V�L�J�Q���P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���I�D��
�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�F��
�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �D�O�O�R�Z�� �W�K�H��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �D�� �I�U�X�L�W�I�X�O�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
�G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R���F�U�H�D��
�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �D�G�D�S�W�� �D�Q�G��
�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�� �D�� �Z�L�G�H�� �U�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�R�R�O�V�� �D�Q�G��
�P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �K�X�P�D�Q���F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G��
service design, collaborative practices 
�D�Q�G�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���� �W�R�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�� �W�K�H��
�D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �W�R�� �P�H�H�W��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �V�X�S��
�S�R�U�W���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��

NEEDS AND 
ASSESSMENTS

�7�R�U�W�R�V�D�� �L�Q�� �&�D�W�D�O�X�Q�\�D�� �Z�D�V�� �K�R�V�W�� �F�L�W�\��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���E�D�V�L�F���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���(�8��
�%�5�–�'�*�(�6���3�U�R�M�H�F�W���I�R�U���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X��
�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �)�O�R�U�H�Q�F�H�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �Y�H�U�\��
beginning. In the second meeting, the 
�Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���%�5�–�'�*�(�6 
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �Z�H�U�H�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G��
�E�\�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���� �:�K�H�U�H�� �L�V��
�W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����Z�L�W�K��
�Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���Z�K�L�F�K���J�U�R�X�S�V�"��
�:�K�\�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�"��
�:�K�D�W�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �E�U�L�Q�J�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�"��
What tools, approaches and success 
�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
participating partners AiCS, COSPE 
and SOCIOLAB�� ���–�W�D�O�\������UCEC�� ���6�S�D�L�Q������
ANTIGONE  and USB�����*�U�H�H�F�H�����D�Q�G��CMS 
���&�U�R�D�W�L�D���� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �V�K�D�U�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �X�V�H�G�� �W�R��
�K�H�O�S���W�R���R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�"

CONTENT AND VISION
�1�R�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���� �W�K�L�U�G��

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�O�� �I�D�F�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
same problems. The biggest chal��
�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �O�L�N�H���%�5�–�'�*�(�6 are 
�P�R�V�W�O�\�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H���� �+�R�Z�� �F�D�Q�� �\�R�X�� �U�H�D�F�K��
the target group and create sustain��
�D�E�O�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����K�R�Z���F�D�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
�U�D�L�V�H�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�� �F�R�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V��
and locals, bring convivence and com��
�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�[�W�X�U�H��
�R�I�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �E�U�H�D�N�� �E�D�U�U�L�H�U�V��
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���� �7�K�H��
�W�R�R�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V�� �I�R�U�� �D�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H��
�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�� �D�U�H�� �T�X�L�W�H�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �W�R�R���� �0�X�V�L�F����
�:�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���� �'�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �F�O�D�V�V�H�V�� �R�U�� �F�R�R�N��
ing events. Bring people together and 
�U�D�L�V�H���J�U�R�X�S���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J��

BriDGe�
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS AND INTEGRATION BY DEVELOPING  
LOCAL GROUPS AND ENHANCING SOLIDARITY
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I n recent years, Mamanet has 
become a permanent fixture not 
only at CSIT, but in many coun-
tries around the world. Starting 
in Israel, the women’s move-

ment has made a very good name for 
itself and now serves the good cause 
with many actions. Also at the WSG 
2021 in Italy Mamanet teams will be 
present again and with their positive 
attitude they will spread good spirits 
and motivate many women to par-
ticipate. Last year, despite the Corona 
crisis, Mamanet International again 
organised or participated in a large 
number of activities.

THE 
INTERNATIONAL 

CROWN 
TOURNAMENT 

The 3rd International Crown 
Tournament took place in February 
2020. Over 300 players from Israel 
and abroad took part. The tourna-
ment was opened by the Mayor of 
Jerusalem, Moshe Leon, and the CEO 
of Hapoel, Yoram Arnstein. The three-
day tournament promoted the values 
of our tolerance, cooperation and sport 
at its best and was a great success.

MAMANET IN  
THE FIELD OF  

ACADEMIC STUDIES 

With the course name “Mamanet – 
Trend reversal in popular sport” two 
courses were held in the Kibbutzim 
seminar for four-year-old students 
in academic studies of physical edu-
cation. This once again emphasised 
the importance of mass sports for 
mothers and women.

CORONA 
AND RADIO 
MAMANET

Although there were no 
regular training sessions dur-
ing the Corona period, Mamanet 
managed to maintain important 
contacts with the players and 
teams through zoom sessions 
and zoom training. International 

conferences were held with Mamanet 
representatives from around the 
world to promote cooperation and 
prepare plans for the day after. Radio 
Mamanet was initiated to provide the 
players with important information 
and to increase their well-being dur-
ing this difficult time.

I AM AWARE

In October, the International 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we 
organised a breast cancer awareness 
tournament involving 1000 players at 
the Athletic Stadium. The tournament 
promotes the idea of “playing on the 
field, not with our lives”.

MAMANET AGAINST 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

AND VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN

Raising awareness of violence 
against women and domestic vio-
lence was another topic of Mamanet 
International. In lectures and meet-
ings on this topic mothers are trained 
and sensitised to seek help in their 
environment and in all general 
conditions and to help women who 
experience physical, psychological, 
economic and sexual violence. 

FAIR PLAY CASE 
STUDY

Within the framework of CSIT 
WASG 2019, questionnaires were sent 

news

MAMANETMAMANET  
          as PERMANENT FIXTURE

by Karin Eines, Mamanet



CSITnews      |      21

out for a study investigating the in-
troduction of the Green Card at CSIT 
championships. The results of the 
study were published on the website 
of the European Fair Play Movement 
EFPM. Following the study, it was con-
cluded that the Mamanet League is 
implementing the Green Card as part 
of its activities and that it is worth-
while to carry out further research 
on the impact of the Green Card. 
The study was carried out by Steve 
Town, Chairman of EFPM’s Scientific 

Advisory Committee and lecturer at 
the University of Bournemouth in the 
UK. Positive behaviour and sporting 
spirit on and off the pitch. The way 
the Green Card has been assimilated 
in the Mamanet League and its posi-
tive impact on fair play should set an 
example for all other sports.

MAMANET 
SPREADS THE 
GOOD IN THE 

WORLD 

Founder and President Ofra 
Abramovich took part in an online 
seminar on Olympism and Olympic 
education in the 21st century and a 
seminar on promoting sports culture 
in universities. Olympism is a phi-
losophy of life in which sport is at the 
service of humanity. This philosophy 
is based on the interaction between 
the performances of body, will and 
spirit. Olympism is expressed in ac-
tions that combine sport, culture and 
education.�

news



22      |      CSITnews  

news

           No matter
                           what happens, 

the SPORT SPORT STAYS ALIVE

AS OF MARCH THIS YEAR, MEXICO ALSO COMPLETELY SUSPENDED ALL 
SPORTS ACTIVITIES FOR MONTHS DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. INDET 

MEXICO NEVERTHELESS MANAGED TO DEVELOP A SUCCESSFUL STRATEGY TO 
SUPPORT MEXICAN WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES IN VIRTUAL MODE.

by Ruth Vázquez Pérez, INDET
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INDET created an extensive 
programme with more than 60 
videos that were exchanged via 
Facebook and Twitter. The main 
goal was to show routine sports 

exercises to stay active at home 
during the lockdown. On 21 June we 
even called for a live virtual race to 
celebrate Father’s Day on Facebook.

With the same concept, INDET 
launched an important programme 
of virtual multi-sport conferences in 
July, August and September, with rec-
ognised and widely known speakers, 
including those with an Olympic past 
and experience. This included topics 
such as sports administration, bas-
ketball, indoor sports and beach vol-
leyball, modern football techniques, 
leisure activities at work, fireball 
extreme challenge and walk & race. 
Very special topics were “Disinfection 

during the pandemic” and “Emotional 
health after the lockdown”.

Sports enthusiasts from more 
than 12 countries took part in these 
forums, allowing us to keep in touch 
and connect and to bring the concept 
of “Sports for Workers” to more peo-
ple in America. 

But the biggest concern and chal-
lenge for INDET Mexico in this dif-
ficult time was the celebration of the 
48th National Sports and Recreational 
Games for Workers, from 8 to 12 No
vember. More than 800 athletes from 
all over Mexico participated in the 
disciplines of athletics, basketball, 
baseball, chess, football, swimming, 
beach volleyball and volleyball.

The National Workers’ Games 
were only possible due to the support 
of the Mexican Social Security IMSS. 
A comprehensive health and safety 

measure was implemented, includ-
ing the Covid-19 screening test for all 
participants. Fortunately, the num-
ber of positive tests was long at less 
than 2.2 percent. This successfully 
averted measures for medical care, 
isolation, follow-up with a second 
test and the supervised departure 
from the venue. 

We are aware of this: Sport will 
help us in the “new normality” when 
the Covid-19 pandemic is brought un-
der control. With good safety meas-
ures we can continue to promote and 
support both the physical and mental 
health of workers. More than ever. 

INDET Mexico is together with 
the champions of the 48th National 
Workers’ Games ready for the 7th 
CSIT World Sports Games. See you 
very soon in Cervia, Italy!�
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The difficulties our nation 
was going through inevita-
bly had a negative impact 
on sport. Our enemies 
wanted to stifle all hope 

for future generations! They tried 
to disrupt normal life and prevent 
our youth from participating in any 
sporting discipline. 

But nothing could break the spirit 
of Albanian sports lovers. So, at the 
beginning of the last decade of the 
20th century, the generation of sports-
men and sports fans of that time took 

matters into their own hands and 
started to organise sports events. 
We played in improvised squares, on 
meadows and muddy fields, but we 
did not stop because we wanted to 
make our dream come true.

During our struggle for survival, it 
was considered a luxury to think of 
leisure activities. But then a miracle 
happened. The general social mobi-
lisation in the 1990-1999 brought the 
nations of the progressive world to 
support us in our cause. With their 
support, Kosovo was freed from the 

grip of the occupiers in June 1999.
Sports life began to flourish. 

There were competitions of all kinds 
in various sports disciplines and, 
above all, there was a special section 
that nobody had thought of: recrea-
tional sports for workers. For years 
I kept this idea to myself. Until 2009 
it remained in my head only as an 
unfulfilled dream. Finally, in 2009, 
I shared this idea with some sports 
lovers, and they liked it. 

Lovers of some of the biggest in-
stitutions and companies organised 

   10 years KWSFKWSF
A Special Anniversary  

WHILE YOU ARE WORKING ON MAKING A DREAM COME TRUE, DESPITE ALL THE 
OBSTACLES ON THE WAY, THERE COMES A MOMENT WHEN IT BECOMES REALITY. 
AS ALBANIANS WE HAVE HAD TO OVERCOME DIFFICULT CHALLENGES THROUGH-
OUT OUR HISTORY, AND WE WILL NEVER FORGET OUR PAST. ESPECIALLY THE 
TIME IN THE LAST DECADE OF THE 20TH CENTURY AND AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
21ST CENTURY WHEN WE STARTED OUR JOURNEY TO FREEDOM.

A historical Story by Ismail Sadiku, President of the Kosovo Workers Sport Federation

news
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the first meeting on 3 June 2009 
and decided to organise a tourna-
ment in mini-football and basketball 
on 15 June in honour of the Kosovo 
Constitution, and to appoint a group 
of participants as a coordination 
group for the establishment of a law-
ful mechanism to enable workers to 
compete in sport. Later, the founding 
assembly designated this as a fed-
eration.

The tournament has only 
strengthened the idea of setting up 
such a mechanism. Following the 
evaluation of the organisation of the 
tournament, it was decided to pre-
pare all the necessary documents 
and convene the founding assembly 
by September. As the initiator of the 
idea, I was entrusted with this task. 

After preparing the necessary 
documents, 19 representatives of 
various institutions and compa-
nies attended the meeting on 12 
September and founded the Kosovo 
Workers Sports Federation (KWSF). 

We registered the 
Federation with the 
Ministry of Public Services 
and started our first cham-
pionships on 5 October. In 
2009-2010 we competed 
in football and basketball. 
After the 2009 and 2010 
competitions, our dream of 

participating in international leagues 
continued. In record time, only one 
and a half years later, in June 2011, 
we took part in the international 
competitions in Albena, Bulgaria. 
We finished third in mini football and 
fifth in basketball. It was a great suc-
cess for the Kosovo Workers Sports 
Federation.

Since our first appearance at 
the international competitions until 
today we have taken part in ten dif-
ferent competitions. On every oc-
casion we competed with athletes 
from all over the world and won 
cups and medals. However, despite 
the successes, we did not feel like 
winners, as there were no athletes 
from Albania in these competitions. 
We tried as best we could to make 
up for their absence by showing the 
Albanian flag, which was always ob-
jected to by Serbian athletes.

In 2020 we celebrated the tenth 
anniversary of the founding of 
our Federation and we have every 

reason to celebrate it. In March this 
year we received a reply from the 
International Federation of Workers 
and Amateurs in Sport (CSIT). We 
were informed that the Executive 
Committee of the Federation had 
decided to accept us as a candidate 
member.

Our dream remains, but it is con-
stantly evolving. We want and we will 
do our best to organise an interna-
tional competition in our country. 
With as many participants as pos-
sible and with the hope that athletes 
from Albania will also participate.

We are proud of our achievements 
and our vision for the future. If we 
might not yet make it, then future 
generations will make our dream 
come true and reach the “Olympus”.

�
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MOTIVATE PEOPLE TO BECOME ACTIVE
The Asociación Deportiva Peruana de 
los Trabajadores (ADEPET) is a non-
governmental and non-profit organi-
sation that brings together workers 
and amateur sports organisations 
from all over Peru and involves them 
in the international “Sport for All” 
movement. ADEPET motivates people 
to become active, to promote a sports 
culture at home, at work and in rec-
reational areas, to use leisure time 
productively, to promote a healthy 
lifestyle through physical activity in 
order to improve their quality of life 
and to encourage the practice of sport 
with social integration, respecting fair 
play and the values of sport.

Organization
One of the main objectives of 

our organization is the promotion 
of amateur sports among Peruvian 
workers, considering that the public 

sports policy of the national sports 
system is mainly aimed at top ath-
letes. Therefore, we are trying to 
promote a national solidarity pro-
gramme that will allow workers to 
represent their country in interna-
tional events such as the CSIT World 
Sports Games at recreational and 
competitive level, as well as in cul-
tural and sports activities.

Programmes
The organisation’s programmes 

and activities are based on respect for 
and contribution to the United Nations’ 
goals for sustainable development, 
which focus on the quality of health 
and education for people in their child-
hood, youth and adulthood. Focused 
on Equal opportunities without any 
form of discrimination on the basis 
of gender, age or physical disability; 
the sustainability of their cities and 
resources, 

taking into account the country’s nat-
ural regions for environmental care; 
the strengthening of fraternal ties be-
tween almost 33 million inhabitants 
in the 24 departments of Peru, who 
actively cooperate in their provinces 
and districts with organisations with 
similar objectives for the common 
good.

Special events  
and plans for 2021

On 28 July 2021, the 200th anniver-
sary of the proclamation of Peru’s 
independence will be celebrated; for 
this reason, the Peruvian Government 
and its regional and local govern-
ments, in collaboration with private 
organisations, will unite their efforts 
to save the best of our cultural iden-
tity and strengthen our civic values 
through a series of activities of the 
“Bicentennial Special Project”.

by Ennio Cornejo Ramírez, ADEPET

news  |  NEW MEMBERS



CSITnews      |      27

ADEPET is planning to use 
the “Bicentenary Seal” to join the 
“Bicentenary Special Project” as an 
institutional initiative which is coor-
dinated with the “Bicentenary Flags” 
through “Sport for All” to promote 
equal opportunities, dialogue and 
reconciliation, sustainability, integra-
tion and competitiveness, and identity 
and diversity in Peru.

There is a high degree of uncer-
tainty about the return of massive 
sporting competitions in Peru in 
2021 as a result of Covid-19, due to 
the authorisations of the Peruvian 
Government. For this reason, ADEPET 

will concentrate on organising 
virtual training and developing its 
volunteers programme in the first 
half of 2021. Between August and 
December, ADEPET is planning to 
organise the “Peru 2021 Bicentennial 
Cup” with a national table tennis and 
tennis tournament in the city of Lima. 
Thanks to the Pan-American Games 
in summer 2019, the Peruvian capital 
has the best sports complexes to 
bring together the largest number  
of workers from Peru’s 24 depart-
ments under the highest security 
measures.�

ENNIO CORNEJO RAMÍREZ – FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT

The president and founder of the organisation is an amateur sportsman and specialist in sports management 
and marketing, Ennio Cornejo Ramírez. A Peruvian promoter of the “Sport for All” movement, he has collaborated 
in recent years in sports events with municipalities, companies, schools, universities, clubs and sports federa-
tions, after having led, from one of Peru’s most important educational groups, the image promotion of 16 univer-
sity sportsmen and women who participated as Peruvian representatives in the Lima 2019 Pan-American Games.

Mr. Ramírez was a two-time champion of the table tennis tournaments of the Healthy Olympics of the Workers 
of the Educational Group of San Ignacio de Loyola and was an image bearer as an athlete and worker of the 
Educational Group, in the launch campaign of the new science of physical activity and sports career of their uni-
versity.

In November 2020 he took part in the “IOC Young Leaders” programme of the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC), learning how to research, design, implement and scale a social enterprise that uses the power of sport to 
help solve an urgent social challenge. With more than 3,000 participants from around the world he competes to be 
selected as one of 25 IOC Young Leaders who will help the IOC invest in their local sports initiatives and sustain-
able social business models.

He also received training at the World Forum and Volunteer Leaders Academy of the International University 
Sports Federation (FISU), at the more than 365 workshops for athletes organised by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) and the FIA Sports Club Solidarity Programme as one of the representatives of the Touring and 
Automobile Club of Peru, the national sports authority of the International Automobile Federation (FIA).
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SUCCESSFUL IN ITS 5TH YEAR
37 courses per week, a national 

Mamanet league, acceptance as an 
extraordinary member of “Sport 
Austria”, support by the Federal 
Ministry of Sports, new member of 
CSIT, nominated as “Place of Respect 
2020”, workshops, coach training, 
new jobs and perspectives, gender, 
integration, inclusion, happy women 
and much more – all this is Mamanet 
Austria, despite the Corona crisis.

The starting signal for Mamanet 
in Austria was the first international 
Mamanet conference at the end of 
October 2015 in Eilat, Israel, with 
Mamanet founder Ofra Abramovich, 
who has set herself the goal of 
spreading Mamanet throughout the 
world. Austria was one of the first 
countries to participate.

Since September 2016, Mamanet 
Austria has been funded as a project 

directly by the Federal Ministry of 
Sports. With the main goal of (re)in-
troducing women and their children to 
sport. It is aimed primarily at women 
who feel that they do not participate 
in sport and/or have difficulties in ac-
cessing sport for various reasons. For 
Mamanet Austria, fun, appreciation, 
non-violence and freedom of religion 
are in the foreground. Regardless of 
the origin of the women.

The creation of perspectives for 
women – possibly also in connection 
with the job – is an essential part of 
the concept. Cooperation with sports 
umbrella organisations, selected 
professional associations, sports 
clubs and social institutions is also 
promoted.

In 2020, Mamanet was very suc-
cessful despite the Corona crisis 
and is now a fixed term in Austrian 

sports structures. Associations and 
organisations are now approaching 
Mamanet Austria – not the other way 
round as in the beginning. Own funds 
are slowly increasing, and public in-
terest is growing – also in the media.

Mamanet Austria is a showcase 
project in terms of gender, women 
and health promotion and a model for 
integration and inclusion in organised 
sport – also internationally. This is 
demonstrated by a pioneering project: 
interested unemployed women with 
a history of migration and flight who 
first come into contact with Mamanet 
in their refugee homes are supported 
as Mamanet trainers. Most of them 
now play regularly in weekly courses 
and run their own courses, earning 
money as trainers. This approach not 
only gives these women new perspec-
tives but also a certain independence.

by Christina Gschweidl, Mamanet
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Numerous trial trainings, work-
shops, join-in stations, lectures and 
similar events to found further teams 
were fixed until summer 2020. Larger 
tournaments, such as the first inter-
national “I am Aware tournament” in 
Vienna, however, had to be cancelled 
due to the corona crisis. The Austrian 
National Championships or “I am 
aware”, which draws attention to 
breast cancer awareness, are already 
fixed for 2021.

During the lockdown, a learn-
ing aid platform was successfully 
installed for Mamanet children who 
needed help with school issues. After 
the German government relaxed the 
regulations in May 2020, the courses 
were restarted while taking all nec-
essary measures, a prevention con-
cept was developed, and a summer 
campaign was conducted during the 
summer months.

Thanks to the successful coop-
eration with the Austrian Company 
Sports Association (ÖBSV), Mamanet 
now also reaches the company sports 
sector. Only recently a cooperation 
was entered into with the StoP, a 
neighbourhood project with the aim 
of preventing and strengthening inti-
mate partner violence, domestic vio-
lence and (serious) violence against 
women and children in the districts. 
Mamanet was introduced to the part-
ner organisations, joint campaigns 
have been planned and already im-
plemented.

Through Mamanet, the percentage 
of women but also of children play-
ing sports in Austrian clubs could be 
significantly increased. This is also 
confirmed by several evaluations. 
Mamanet in Austria was evaluated 
for the first time in 2017 by the Centre 
for Sports Science at the University 
of Vienna, where the more than 
100-page Abitur thesis confirms the 
achievement of the objectives, also 

through emotional in-
terviews, some of which 
were very positive. 

In 2019, a disserta-
tion by the University 
of Vienna confirmed 
the positive effect of 
Mamanet on the crea-
tion of value in society. A 
bachelor thesis 2020 of 
the University of Applied 
Sciences Burgenland 
validated the benefit of 
Mamanet as a method of 
social group work in the 
areas of health and integration.

“It is nice to see how women are 
strengthened with Mamanet, re-
gardless of their origin, religion or 
similar. We are on the right path with 
Mamanet in Austria”, says Secretary 
General Sissi Speiser-Havel.�
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30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE  
IN EUROPEAN AMERICAN FOOTBALL

IAAFL – History
The International Amateur 

American Football League IAAFL is 
an association of AF fans. An inter-
national non-profit association based 
in Italy with activities worldwide. In 
2014, former players, coaches, ref-
erees and European AF presidents 
with over 30 years of experience in 
European American football met to 
discuss the development of the sport. 

The group noted that 14 or 15 coun-
tries were already playing in the year 
2000, and by 2014 the sport was played 
in more than 70 countries worldwide. 
Today there are already more than 80 
countries, and the trend is rising. In 
the 80s there was a great growth with 

potent sponsors – the semi-profes-
sional league NFL Europe. But with 
stagnating numbers and a big slump 
in the following decades. 

The group decided without further 
ado found an international association 
of volunteers to promote the growth 
of American Football. Especially in 
the new countries to avoid making the 
same mistakes there and to support 
the spread and visibility of American 
Football. The IAAFL was born...

Goals – We have a dream!
We have a dream: Someday, in 

every park of every city in the world, 
an American football will fly up and 
a group of boys or girls will play a 

“Gridiron Football” (original name of 
the ball) flag or touch or tackle foot-
ball. American football in schools, 
colleges, universities, church congre-
gations, neighborhoods and among 
friends should become the norm and 
one day be a major sport like volley-
ball, basketball or rugby.

Everyone should have the oppor-
tunity to play this wonderful sport. 
Especially those who do not have the 
means to join a national or interna-
tional federation and participate in 
the championships, which anyway 
only about 20 percent of all athletes 
do. Just like in all other sports. 

by Walter Sabbioneda, IAAFL
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Activities – Daily Business
We work together in more than 20 

countries where people are enthusi-
astic about FA. Almost every day we 
succeed in expanding into new coun-
tries, which give us the opportunity 
to help them develop FA. We try to 
spread the FA world in the best pos-
sible way. We organize player camps, 
educate coaches, referees and tech-
nical directors and help to establish 
national associations and federations. 

We organize additional competi-
tions parallel to the national champi-
onships to increase the visibility of our 
sport and help to create regulations 
of leagues, championships and tour-
naments. We help to create leagues 
in which low-income teams cannot 
register and participate with the na-
tional federation. Such as the LNFAA 
France. We sponsor national leagues 
and championships worldwide, such 
as CRFL/IAAFL in Costa Rica or 
AFAP/IAAFL in Paraguay.

Thanks to the support of AICS 
Italy we have been able to participate 
in the 6th CSIT World Sports Games 
in Tortosa in 2019 with American 

Football as a demonstration sport. In 
September 2020 the IAAFL organized 
a Gridiron Football tournament called 
“Mediterranean Championship”.
Although some non-European teams 
could not participate because of 
Covid-19 restrictions, we saw that 
tournaments can be played on ama-
teur level if all corona measures are 
followed.

The IAAFL is constantly engaged 
in the fight against the spread of the 
corona virus in its sporting activities, 
whereby all medical protocols are 
strictly adhered to. And we will con-
tinue to try to carry out our planned 
activities despite Covid-19, albeit on 
a smaller scale. We all hope that this 
situation will improve in the near fu-
ture.�

Some links of reference
n	 www.worldchampionship.cloud
n	 www.iaafl.eu
n	 www.iaafl.it
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WORLDWIDE IN ALL FIVE CONTINENTS
WMF was officially founded in 1980 and is the only 

umbrella organization of minigolf associations world-
wide with continental associations on all five conti-
nents. The World Minigolf Sport Federation is also a 
member of GAISF (Global Association of International 
Sports Federations) and AIMS (Alliance of Independent 
Recognized Members of Sport), which represents 64 
national federations as members and more than 40,000 
registered players worldwide. 

The members of the WMF organize over 1,500 tour-
naments every year. World Championships, World Youth 
Championships, World Championships for the Deaf, 
Continental Championships for the Youth and General 
Class every two years and every year the World Adventure 
Golf Masters. Minigolf is not just a high-level sport, but 
a global sports movement that unites generations. It 

is a very popular 
family and recrea-
tional sport that is 
played by millions 
of people around 
the world. WMF 
takes its social 
responsibility very 
seriously and also 
supports programs 

for disabled people, crime prevention, peace promotion 
and a better sustainable life.

Activities 2019: Among the major highlights were 
the World Championships in Zhouzhuang (China) as the 
first mini golf World Cup in Asia, the Mini Golf World 
Championship for the Deaf in Bamberg (Germany) and 
the World Adventure Golf Masters in Kungälv (Sweden). 
Last but not least the WMF International Minigolf Speed 
Championships during the CSIT World Sports Games 2019 
in Tortosa (Spain) with speed minigolf as a new spectacu-
lar and media-friendly format in three speed disciplines.

Highlights 2020: As in many other sports, unfortunate-
ly several championships had to be cancelled or post-
poned until next year, also due to the Corona Pandemic: 
the World Youth Championships in Murnau (Germany), 
five Continental Championships in Voitsberg (Austria), 
Hamilton (New Zealand), Accra (Ghana), Chiangmai 
(Thailand) and North Myrtle Beach (USA) as well as the 
World Senior Championships in Wanne-Eickel (Germany), 
the World Adventure Golf Masters in Gumpoldskirchen 
(Austria) and the European Champions League Final in 
Portel (Portugal).

Forecast 2021: The World Federation of Minigolf has 
re-scheduled the postponed events from 2020 and is very 
much looking forward to the second edition of the WMF 
International Minigolf Speed Championships during the 

CSIT World Sports Games 
2021 in Emilia Romagna 
(Italy) again with three 
speed disciplines. All ama-
teurs from the various other 
participating federations are 
of course invited to partici-
pate in a special promotion 
event for amateurs. Become 
a member of our minigolf 
family with your friends!�

by Gerhard Zimmermann, WMF
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EXPERIENCE THE DANCE WORLD
The World Dance Sports Movement WDSM is a young 

Italian movement that aims to unite all amateur dancers, 
sport dance technicians and working-class dancers who 
want to experience the dance world in an open and en-
riched way.

Our goal is to make all amateur dancers, sport dance 
technicians and working-class dancers happier and more 

satisfied. To achieve this, we use the innovative DANCE 
GOLD system, a new method for judging and conducting 
sports dance competitions based on the evaluation of 
various parameters. With the DANCE GOLD system, the 
concept of the competition is completely different: nobody 
drops out and everyone is evaluated at the end.

Due to the restrictions imposed by Covid-19, we were 
unfortunately not able to organize and hold any events in 
2020. But we have a big goal for 2021.

Our plan is to participate in the 2021 World Sports 
Games, and we are very happy to do so, because through 
our competitions we will have the opportunity to join the 
CSIT spirit, make friends and introduce people to our new 
evaluation method “DANCE GOLD system.

For further information please contact Mr Davide 
Gabusi at info@worlddancesportmovement.org�

by Davide Gabusi, WDSM
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news

President Akram Al-Awadi has passed away
The President of the Irak CSIT member association Iraqi Companies Sport Federation has 
died of Covid-19

Corona is claiming more and more victims worldwide and is not stopping at the world 
of sport. It is with great dismay that CSIT must announce the death of one of its friends 
and companions. The President of our Iraqi member association Iraqi sports community,  
Mr. Akram Al-Awadi, died of Covid-19 in a hospital in Baghdad on Thursday. The CSIT Online 
Congress started with a minute of mourning to mark the occasion.

The CSIT and its President Bruno Molea convey their sincere condolences and deepest 
sympathy to their Iraqi friends: “On behalf of all CSIT members, I would like to express my con-
dolences on this tragedy. At our Congress, I asked all delegates and CSIT partners to observe a 
minute’s silence as a gesture of respect to express the grief of Mr. Akram Al-Awadi and the great 
loss we are experiencing as a worldwide sports movement”.

Following the tragic death of its President, the Iraqi Federation decided to suspend all sport-
ing activities and to suspend the organisation of sports tournaments and participation in Arab 
and international meetings for a period of 40 days.�

IT IS A SAD MOMENT FOR THE WHOLE CSIT FAMILY. WITH DEEPEST SORROW WE 
HAVE TO INFORM ALL OUR FRIENDS THAT 2020 CSIT LOST A GREAT FRIEND AND 
BIG SUPPORTER WITH AKRAM AL-AWADI FROM IRAQ.

CSIT LOSES A FRIEND
          AND BIG SUPPORTER 



CSITnews      |      35



THE FIRST ADDRESS FOR
TRAINING CAMPS, SPORT WEEKS,
SKIING COURSES AND SEMINARS

THE BEST SPORTS  
OPPORTUNITIES IN AUSTRIA

www.sportinklusive.at

A U S T R I A N  S P O R T S  R E S O R T S
BSFZ AUSTRIA

part of Bundessporteinrichtungen Gesellschaft mbH


